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List of bodhisattvas 


In Buddhist thought, a bodhisattva (Hindi,Devanagari: slferaca; 
Burmese: 6¥9O0909;Sinhalese:GAIQEIG® ; Chinese: ££ 8#; pinyin: 
pus; Japanese pronunciation: bosatsu; Korean pronunciation: bosal; 
Khmer:immiiéJg; Thai: TwSda5; Tibetan: NON aN wy NBA 

QAI; Vietnamese: BO Tat) is a being who is dedicated to 
achieving complete Buddhahood. Conventionally, the term is applied 
to beings with a high degree of enlightenment. Bodhisattva literally 
means a "bodhi (enlightenment) being" in Pali and Sanskrit. 
Mahayana practitioners have historically lived in many other countries 
that are now predominantly Hindu or Muslim; remnants of reverence 
for bodhisattvas has continued in some of these regions. 


The following is a non-exhaustive list of bodhisattvas primarily 
respected in Buddhism. 
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Primary Bodhisattvas 
» AkaSagarbha 


Chinese: #2 #8; pinyin: Xukongzang; Japanese pronunciation: Kokizo; Korean: o1S4; Vietnamese: Hu 
nveng T. Jey Khmer: HIM AA; Thai: wsso1n AASSAlWSaO;; sinhalese: erenncacnden ;Tibetan: GN" 


ayy gy, THL: Namkha'i Nyingpo) is a bodhisattva who is associated with the great element 
(mahabhita) of space (Gkdsa). 


« AvalokiteSvara (Padmapani) 


(Burmese: 60000); Chinese: #4; pinyin: Guanyin; _ Japanese pronunciation: Kannon; Korean: tS; 
Vietnamese: Qudn Thé Am, Khmer: HILOUIALAAYS: : HILCUIIA AY): : LUNIA FUE:; 
sinhalese: GOG@ISGKGAS Thai: ws: aolaAtar2slwsaa5; Sinhalese: Natha Deviyo; Tibetan: ya 


AA TANS, THL: Chenrézik) 


The bodhisattva of compassion, the listener of the world's cries who uses skillful means to come to their 
aid; the most universally acknowledged bodhisattva in Mahayana Buddhism, also appears in Theravada 
and Vajrayana Buddhism. This bodhisattva gradually became identified predominantly as female in East 
Asian Buddhism and its name may originally have been Avalokitasvara. 


« Ksitigarbha 


(Chinese: St i ; pinyin: Dizdng; Japanese pronunciation: Jizo; Korean: *|@; Vietnamese: Dja Tang, 
Khmer: Ayana; Mongolian: CaiienunGy; sinhalese: DAaBQe ;Thai: ws: nGaassnlwsaas; Tibetan: 


Nl ay: ais CQ), THL: Sayi Nyingpo). 


KSitigarbha is a bodhisattva primarily revered in East Asian Buddhism and usually depicted as a Buddhist 
monk. His name may be translated as "Earth Treasury", "Earth Store", "Earth Matrix", or "Earth Womb". 
Ksitigarbha is known for his vow to take responsibility for the instruction of all beings in the six worlds 
between the death of Gautama Buddha and the rise of Maitreya, as well as his vow not to achieve 
Buddhahood until all hells are emptied. He is therefore often regarded as the bodhisattva of hell-beings, as 
well as the guardian of children and patron deity of deceased children in Japanese culture. 


» Mahasthamaprapta 


(Chinese: A 42; pinyin: Ddshizhi; Japanese pronunciation: Daiseishi; Korean: CHAIAl; Vietnamese: Dai 
Thé Chi, Khmer: BUNAY[MY; sinhalese:Oaoeiam@goeso ; Thai: wssumamuUUsiwdlwsaas; 
Tibetan: N& BA 81) 


Mahasthamaprapta (Korean: Daeseji) is a mahasattva representing the power of wisdom, often depicted in a 
trinity with Amitabha and Avalokitesvara, especially in Pure Land Buddhism. His name literally means 
"arrival of the great strength". 


« Maitreya, (Pali: Metteyya) 


In some Buddhist texts such as the Amitabha Sutra and the Lotus Sutra, he is referred to as Ajita. Burmese: 
S2§]SYQDUY]; Chinese: Sf #0 pinyin: Milé; Japanese pronunciation: Miroku; Korean: 0|; Vietnamese: 
Di-ldc, Khmer: (H1ji8[A, HIWIWALW); Mongolian: Maiigap, Acpant; Sinhalese: coOS} QE; Thai: 
WS:AISOSELUOLOSY; Tibetan: SANA, THL: Jampa). 


According to Buddhism, Maitreya is regarded as the future buddha. Buddhist tradition, Maitreya is a 
bodhisattva who will appear on Earth in the future, achieve complete enlightenment, and teach the pure 
dharma. According to scriptures, Maitreya will be a successor to the present Buddha, Gautama 
Buddha.!!2] The prophecy of the arrival of Maitreya refers to a time in the future when the dharma will 
have been forgotten by most on the terrestrial world. This prophecy is found in the canonical literature of all 
major schools of Buddhism. Maitreya has also been adopted for his millenarian role by many non-Buddhist 
religions in the past such as the White Lotus as well as by modem new religious movements such as 
Yiguandao. 


» Mafjusri 


(Chinese: 3€ 3k; pinyin: Wénshi; Japanese pronunciation: Monju; Korean: =f; Vietnamese: Van Thu, 
Khmer: &e{fU; Mongolian: 3ee1eH srimmrr;sinhalese:@oesG} ; Thai: ws:UeyuASlwsdas; Tibetan: 
REN AAA ASR, THL: Jampelyang) 


Mafijusri is a bodhisattva associated with prajfia (transcendent wisdom) in Mahayana Buddhism. In Tibetan 
Buddhism, he is also a yidam. His name means "Gentle Glory". Mafijusri is also known by the fuller 
Sanskrit name of Maiijusrikumarabhita, 4! literally "Mafijusri, Still a Youth" or, less literally, "Prince 
Maiijusri". 


» Samantabhadra 


Chinese: &% & = 8 ; pinyin: PUxidn; Japanese pronunciation: Fugen; Korean: 4194; Vietnamese: Pho 
Hién,Khmer: FUUSALS; Mongolian: Xamraap Cain; Sinhalese: sOnmene ; Tibetan: ed rs 
THL: Kiintu Zangpo, Thai: wssaJuarinslwsaa5 } 


Samantabhadra Universal Worthy is associated with practice and meditation. Together with the Buddha and 
Maiijusri, he forms the Shakyamuni trinity in Buddhism. He is the patron of the Lotus Sutra and, according 
to the Avatamsaka Sutra, made the ten great vows which are the basis of a bodhisattva. In China, 
Samantabhadra is associated with action, whereas Mafijusri is associated with prajfia. In Japan, 
Samantabharda is often venerated by the Tendai and in Shingon Buddhism, and as the protector of the 
Lotus Sutra by Nichiren Buddhism. 


» Vajrapani, (Pali: Vajirapani) 
(Chinese: 4; pinyin: JingGngsh6u; Japanese pronunciation: Kongéshu; Korean: $2-t; Vietnamese: 
Kim cuong thu, Khmer: s{fitsin; sinhalese: Og§eso :Thai: ws=usu1eulwsda5; Tibetan: Sy A5e: 
THL: Chakna Dorje) 


Vajrapani (Sanskrit, "Vajra in [his] hand") is one of the earliest-appearing bodhisattvas in Mahayana 
Buddhism. He is the protector and guide of Gautama Buddha and rose to symbolize the Buddha's power. 


Vajrapani is extensively represented in Buddhist iconography as one of the three protective deities 
surrounding the Buddha. Each of them symbolizes one of the Buddha's virtues: Mafijusri manifests all the 
Buddhas' wisdom, AvalokiteSvara manifests all the Buddhas' compassion and Vajrapani manifests all the 
Buddhas' power as well as the power of all five tathagatas. Vajrapani is one of the earliest dharmapalas 
mentioned in the Pali Canon as well as be worshiped in the Shaolin Monastery, in Tibetan Buddhism and 
in Pure Land Buddhism, where he is known as Mahasthamaprapta and forms a triad with Amitabha and 
Avalokitesvara. 


Manifestations of Vajrapani can also be found in many Buddhist temples in China, Korea and Japan as 
dharma protectors called the Nid ({= =) or "Benevolent Kings". They are two wrathful and muscular 
guardians of the Buddha standing today at the entrance of many Buddhist temples in East Asian Buddhism 
and are said to be dharmapala manifestations of Vajrapani. They are also seen as a manifestations of 
Mahasthamaprapta in Pure Land Buddhism and as Vajrasattva in Tibetan Buddhism.!5! In some texts, he is 
also described as the manifestation of Sakka, the ruler of Tavatimsa Devas. |6! 


According to Japanese tradition, they traveled with Gautama Buddha to protect him, reminiscent of 
Vajrapani's role in the Ambattha Sutta of the Pali Canon. Within the generally pacifist tradition of 
Buddhism, stories of dharmapalas justified the use of physical force to protect cherished values and beliefs 
against evil. Vajrapani is also associated with Acala, who is venerated as Fudd-Myo in Japan, where he is 
serenaded as the holder of the vajra.!7! 


Classification 


Four Great Bodhisattvas 


There are several lists of four Bodhisattvas according to scripture and local tradition. 


Popular Chinese Buddhism generally lists the following, as they are associated with the Four Sacred 
Mountains: 


» Avalokitesvara 
» Ksitigarbha 

» Mafijusr 

» Samantabhadra 


The Womb Realm Mandala of Esoteric Buddhism provides another enumeration. These bodhisattvas are 
featured in the Eight Petal Hall in the center of the mandala. They are as follows: 


» Samantabhadra 
» Mafijusr 

» Avalokitesvara 
« Maitreya 


The Avatamsaka Sitra mentions four bodhisattvas, each of whom expounds a portion of the Fifty-two 
Stages of Bodhisattva Practice. 


» Dharmaprajna 
» Gunavana 

« Vajraketu 

« Vajragarbha 


The Lotus Sutra provides a list of bodhisattvas that are the leaders of the Bodhisattvas of the Earth. 


» Visistacaritra 

» Anantacaritra 

» ViSuddhacaritra 

» Supratisthitacaritra 


Five Great Bodhisattvas 


Chapter 7 of the Humane King Sutra provides an enumeration of five bodhisattvas, known as the "Five 
Bodhisattvas of Great Power (i X 7] & Be )." There are two Chinese translations of this text, each 
providing an entirely different name to these figures. Their association with the cardinal directions also 
differs between versions. !®! They are as follows: 


Old translation (Kumaravija) | Direction | New translation (Amoghavajra) | Direction 


RSH West Vajraparamita (SH iREB Ss) Central 
SL North Vajrayaksa (#2) North 
RRA East Vajratiksna (4/4) West 
AeA, South Vajraratna (4/832) South 
era Central Vajrapani (HF) East 


Ten Bodhisattvas 


Ten Bodhisattas refer to ten future Buddhas as successors of Shakyamuni (Gautama) Buddha, in the 
following order.They are introduced as: 


"Metteyyo Uttamo Ramo, Paseno Kosalobibi, Dighasonica Cankica, Subo, Todeyya 
Brahmano. Nalagiri Palileyyo, Bhodhisattha imedasa anukkamena sabhodim, papunissanti 
nagate”. 


» The noble Maitreya Buddha 

» King Uttararama 

» King Pasenadi of Kosala 

» Abhibha 

» Dighasoni 

#» Canki (Candani) 

» Subha 

» A Brahmin named, Todeyya 

» An elephant named, Nalagiri 

= The king of elephants, named Palileyyal!! 


Sixteen Bodhisattvas 
The Nispannayogavali provides a list of bodhisattvas known as the "Sixteen Honored Ones of the 


Auspicious Aeon." They also appear in a Sutra with the same title (S#)+7\ 8). They are as follows, 
along with their respective associated directions: 


East South West North 
« Maitreya «» Gandhahastin | =» Amitaprabha «» Aksayamati 
«» Amoghadarsana » Sauraya » Bhadrapala « Pratibhanakita 
» Sarvapayajaha » Gaganagafja » Jaliniprabha » Vajragarbha 
« SarvasSokatamonirghatana | = Jfanaketu » Candraprabha | = Samantabhadra 


Another set of sixteen are known as the "Sixteen Great Bodhisattvas" and make up a portion of the 
Diamond Realm Mandala. They are associated with the Buddhas of the cardinal directions. 


Aksobhya Ratnasambhava 
(East) (South) 


« Vajrasattva | = Vajraratna 
» Vajraraga » Vajraketu 
« Vajraraja » Vajrateja 

» Vajrasadhu » Vajrahasa 


Twenty-five Bodhisattvas 


Amitabha 
(West) 


Vajradharma 
Vajrahetu 
Vajratiksna 
Vajrabhasa 


Amoghasiddhi 


(North) 


Vajrakarma 
Vajrayaksa 
Vajraraksa 
Vajrasamdhi 


According to the Sitra on Ten Methods of Rebirth in Amitabha Buddha's Land (+-4£ a) BE 6 Bd KS), 
those people who are devoted to attaining rebirth in the Western Pure Land are protected by a great number 
of bodhisattvas. Twenty-five of them are given by name: 


» Avalokitesvara 

» Mahasthamaprapta 
» Bhaisajyaraja 

» Bhaisajyasamudgata 
» Samantabhadra 

» Dharmesvara 

» Simhanada 

» Dharani 

» Akasagarbha 

» Gunagarbha 

» Ratnagarbha 

« Vajragarbha 

a Vajra 

« Girisagaramati 

» Rasmiprabharaja 
» Avatamsakaraja 
» Ganaratnaraja 

» Candraprabharaja 
» Divakararaja 

» Samadhiraja 

» Samadhisvararaja 
» Mahesvararaja 

» Suklahastaraja 

« Mahatejaraja 

» Anantakaya 


Misc 


» Padmasambhava 


Tibetan: ARRAS TAN | THL: Pemajungné, Mongolian: nopou Baymaxkynait, Chinese: #764 AX; 


pinyin: Lidnhuashéng 


Padmasambhava "Lotus-Born", also known as Guru Rinpoche, is a literary character of terma,9! an 
emanation of Amitabha that is said to appear to tert6ns in visionary encounters and a focus of Tibetan 
Buddhist practice, particularly in the Nyingma school. 


» Sangharama 
(Chinese: mea; pinyin: Qiélan; Vietnamese: Gia Lam) 


Only revered in Chinese Buddhism and Taoism, Sangharama refer to a group of devas who guard viharas 
and the faith, but the title is usually referring to the legendary Chinese military general Guan Yu, who 
became a dharmapala through becoming a Buddhist and making vows. 


« Sitatapatra 


(Chinese: H 4&2 9]8; pinyin: Bdi Sangdi Fuiding; Japanese pronunciation: Byakusangai Butchd; Korean: 
A|EFEtD} £ eh), Tibetan: aa 7/5} Mongolian: [jaraay WYx3pT) 


Sitatapatra "the White Parasol"! is a protector against supernatural danger. She is venerated in both 
Mahayana and Vajrayana traditions. She is also known as Usnisa Sitatapatra. Sitatapatra is a powerful 
independent deity as she was emanated by Gautama Buddha from his usnisa. Whoever practices her 
mantra will be reborn in Amitabha's pure land as well as gaining protection against supernatural danger and 
black magic. 


» Skanda 


Chinese: = 5X; pinyin: Wéitud; Japanese pronunciation: Idaten; Korean: ?|Et#!; Vietnamese: Vi Da, 
Tibetan: a] Goa), THL: Dongdruk, Mongolian: Appan Xoép Hyyg) Skanda is regarded as a devoted 


guardian of viharas and the Buddhist teachings. He is the leader of the twenty-four celestial guardian deities 
mentioned in the Golden Light Sutra. In Chinese temples, Skanda faces the statue of the Buddha in the 
main shrine. In others, he is on the far right of the main shrine, whereas on the left is his counterpart, 
Sangharama, personified as the historical general Guan Yu. In Chinese sutras, his image is found at the end 
of the sutra, a reminder of his vow to protect and preserve the teachings. 


» SupuSpacandra 
Mentioned in Shantideva's Bodhisattvacaryavatara. 
» Suryaprabha 


(Ch: 8 3%, Rigudng, Kr. Ilgwang, Jp: Nikko) One of two attendants of Bhaisajyaguru, together with 
Candraprabha. 


» Candraprabha 


(Ch: A 3%, Yueguang, Kr. Wolgwang, Jp: Gakko) One of two attendants of Bhaisajyaguru, together with 
Siryaprabha. 


=» Tara 


(Ch. & #£, Dud lud) Female bodhisattva, or set of bodhisattvas, in Tibetan Buddhism. She represents the 
virtues of success in work and achievements. Also a manifestation of Avalokitesvara. 


» Vasudhara 


Vasudhara whose name means "stream of gems" in Sanskrit, is the bodhisattva of wealth, prosperity, and 
abundance. She is popular in many Buddhist countries and is a subject in Buddhist legends and art. 
Originally an Indian bodhisattva, her popularity has spread to Theravadin countries. Her popularity, 
however, peaks in Nepal, where she has a strong following among the Buddhist Newars of the Kathmandu 
Valley and is thus a central figure in Newar Buddhism."2! She is named Shiskar Apa in Lahul and Spiti. 


» Agnidatta 

» Akanksitamukha 

» Amoghadarsin 

» Anantamati 

» Anantapratibhana 

» Anantavikramin 

» Anarambanadhyayin 

» Aniksiptadhura 

« Anifjya 

» Anupalipta 

» Anupamamati 

« ASokadatta, bodhisattva of the south 
» ASsvasahasta 

» Bhadrapala 

» Bhadrasri 

» Brahmajala 

» Bhaisajyasena 

» Buddhaghosa 

» Buddhisri 

» Candrabhanu 

» Candrasri 

» Candrasuryatrailokyadharin 
» Caryamati, bodhisattva of the west 
» DaSaSatarasmihutarci (or DaSaSatarasmikrtarci) 
» Devaraja 

» Dhacanimdhara 

» Dhanasri 

» Dharanidhara 

» Dharanimdhara 

» Dharanisvararaja 

» Dharmadhara 

» Dharmaketu 

» Dharmaksema 

» Dharmamati 

» Dharmavyuha 

» Dharmesvara 

» Dhrtipariptrna 

» Dundubhisvara 

» Gadgadasvara 


Gajagandhahastin 
Gambhiraghosasvaranadita 
Gandhahastin 

Guhyagupta 

Harisimha 

Indrajala 

Jaliniprabha 

Jayadatta, bodhisattva of the north 
Jayamati 

Jhanadarsana 
Jhanagarbha 

Jhanakara 

Jhanamati 

Jhanaprabha 

Jfhanasri 

Jyotirasa 

Ksetralamkrta 
Laksanakutasamatikranta 
Laksanasamalamkrta 
Mahabrahmasanku 
Mahaghosasvararaja 
Mahakarunacandrin 
Mahamati 

Mahameru 

Mahapratibhana 
Mahavikramin 

Mahavytha 

Manicida 
Maniratnacchattra 

Marajit 

Marapramardin 

Megharaja 

Meru 

Merudhvaja 

Merukuta 

Merupradiparaja 

Meruraja 

Merusikharadhara 
Merusikharasamghattanaraja 
Merusvara 

Naksatraraja 
Naksatrarajasamkusumitabhijna 
Narayana 
Nityaprahasitapramuditendriya 


Nityodyukta 
Nityotkanthita 
Nityotksiptahasta 
Nityotpalakrtahasta 
Pradanastra 
Padmagarbha 
Padmanetra 
Padmapani, bodhisattva of the southeast 
Padmasri 
Padmasrigarbha 
Padmavytha 
Padmottara, bodhisattva of the nadir 
Prabhaketu 
Prabhavytha 
Prabhttaratna 
Prajdakuta 
Prajnakuta 
Pralanastra 
Pramodyaraja 
Pranidhiprayataprapta 
Prasantacaritramati 
Pratibhanakuta 
Pratisamvitpranadaprapta 
Pratisamvitprapta 
Prthivivaralocana 
Purnacandra 
Ratimkara 
Ratnacandra 
Ratnacida 
Ratnadhvaja 
Ratnadvipa 
Ratnagarbha 
Ratnajaha 
Ratnajali 
Ratnakara 
Ratnaketu 
Ratnakuta 
Ratnamudrahasta 
Ratnamukuta 
Ratnananda 
Ratnapani 
Ratnaprabha 
Ratnaprabhasa 
Ratnasambhava 


Ratnasikhara 

Ratnasri 

Ratnayasti 

Ratnavara, bodhisattva of the northwest 
Ratnavira 

Ratnavytha 

Ratnayastin 

Ratnolkadharin 

Sadaparibhita, one of Sakyamuni's past lives 
Sagaramati 
Sahacittotpadadharmacakrapravartin 
Sailasikharasamghattanaraja 
Samadarsin 

Samadhigarbha 
Samadhivikurvanaraja 
Samantacandra 

Samantacaritramati 

Samantanetra 

Samantaprabha, bodhisattva of the east 
Samantaprasadika 
Samanteryapatha 

Samataviharin 

Samavisamadarsin 

Sarvabhayahara 

Sarvamalapagata 
Sarvamangaladharin 
Sarvanivaranaviskambhin 
Sarvapunyalaksanadharin 
Sarvarthanaman 
Sarvasattvapriyadarsana 

Sarvastra 
Sarvatirthamangaladharin 
Satatamabhayamdad (or Satatamabhayamdadana) 
Satatasamitabhiyukta 

Satatodyukta 

Simha 

Simhaketu 
SimhaghosabhigarjitaSvara 
Simhamati 

Simhanadanadin 

Simhavikridita 

Siddharthamati 

Srigarbha 

Subhagarbha 


» Subhakanakavisuddhiprabha 
» Subhavimalagarbha 

» Sujata 

» Sumati 

» Sumeru 

» Supratisthitabuddhi 

» Suryagarbha 

» Suryaprabha, bodhisattva of the southwest 
» Suvarnacida 

» Suvarnagarbha 

» Suvikrantamati 

« SvaraviSuddhiprabha 

» Svaravytha 

» Tathagatagarbha 

» Trailokyarikramin 

« Usnisavijaya 

« Uttaramati 

» Vairocana 

» Vairocanarasmipratimanditadhvajarajan 
« Vajragarbha 

« Vajramati 

« Vajrasena 

» Vardamanamati 

» Varuna 

» Vidyuddeva 

» Vidyutdeva 

« Vijayavikramin, bodhisattva of the northeast 
» Vikurvanaraja 

» Vimalagarbha 

» Vimalanetra 

» Vimukticandra 

« Visalanetra 

» ViSesamati 

« Vyuharaja 
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